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TextRecipients of Degrees
Due to time constraints, this program is printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final honor status for undergraduate students is determined. 
This program is based on information available at the time of printing. 
Therefore, the inclusion or exclusion of the name of a student is 
not to be taken as an official graduation status of the student. 
The May Commencement program will include the names of students with 
an active May graduation application at the time of printing. The December 
Commencement program will include the names of students with an active 
August or December graduation application at the time of printing. 
Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. The 
honor status of an undergraduate student noted in the program is based 
on the student’s honors designation at the time of printing. Honor 
designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award Baccalaureate, Master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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Dear Class of 2019:
Virginia Commonwealth University takes pride in our work 
to educate, research, create, heal and serve. Our students’ 
experience here is relevant not only to what is happening 
today, but also to whatever may be in the future.
Today we celebrate as you, the Class of 2019, become the 
newest graduates of VCU. Your success at one of America’s 
nationally prominent public research universities signifies 
that you have done more than complete your courses and 
receive grades. Your degree means years of hard work and 
dedication to refining your skills and acquiring new ones. 
Your dedication to academic excellence will translate well to 
whatever you choose to do in the future.
For 181 years, your alma mater has focused on preparing students for a future as 
creators, educators, healers, innovators and entrepreneurs. As a graduate of VCU, your 
opportunities are boundless because your potential is limitless. On behalf of the faculty, 
staff, students and proud alumni of Virginia Commonwealth University, I congratulate 
you on the remarkable achievement of your Commencement. We are incredibly proud of 
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Ed McLaughlin
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Processional VCU Commencement Brass 
  Ross A. Walter, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Brass
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
Remarks  Michael Rao, President
Commencement Address  David Baldacci
Recognition of Award Recipients Michael Rao, President
 Edward A. Wayne Medal
Conferring of Degrees and Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
 College of Health Professions Susan Parish, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean
 College of Health Professions Susan Parish, Dean
 College of Humanities and Sciences Donald Young, Interim Dean
 School of the Arts Nancy Scott, Interim Dean
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs Susan T. Gooden, Interim Dean
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean
 School of Social Work Beth Angell, Dean
 University College Constance Relihan, Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks Dale C. Kalkofen, President 
  VCU Alumni
Recessional** VCU Commencement Brass
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2019. 
*The audience will be asked to stand for the national anthem.    **Graduates will remain in place until the platform party exits.
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David Baldacci 
Commencement Speaker
David Baldacci is a global No. 1 best-selling author and one of the world’s 
favorite storytellers. His books are published in over 45 languages and in 
more than 80 countries, with over 130 million copies sold worldwide. His 
works have been adapted for both feature film and television. He has also 
published seven novels for young readers. 
Baldacci is also the co-founder, along with his wife, Michelle, of the Wish 
You Well Foundation®, which is dedicated to supporting literacy programs 
across the United States. 
Born and raised in Richmond, Baldacci is a graduate of Virginia 
Commonwealth University and the University of Virginia School of Law. 
He also holds an honorary doctorate in humane letters from VCU, which 
was awarded in May 2001. He lives in Virginia. 
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established in 
1971 to honor individuals 
who have made 
outstanding contributions 
or provided exemplary 
services to Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
The medal is named 
in honor of Edward A. 
Wayne, who was chair 
of the commission that 
led to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
James P. Neifeld, M.D., joined the faculty of 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s School 
of Medicine as an assistant professor in surgi-
cal oncology in 1978 and became professor of 
surgery in 1986. In 2003, he was appointed 
the Stuart McGuire Professor and chair of the 
Department of Surgery, a position he held for 
more than 10 years. Jim attended Lafayette 
College and received a Doctor of Medicine 
from VCU’s School of Medicine in 1972. 
He completed his internship and residency 
at VCU, and spent two years in the surgery 
branch of the National Cancer Institute.
Jim is a member of the VCU Athletics and 
Golf advisory boards. He has served on the 
VCU Health System Authority Board, the 
council of the American College of Surgeons 
Virginia chapter, and as president of the 
Virginia Surgical Society and the Humera 
Surgical Society.
Ramona S. Neifeld attended the State University of New York at Geneseo and gradu-
ated from St. Joseph’s in nursing. As an RN, she worked in oncology and volunteered 
at St. James the Less Free Clinic. Ramona is involved in lay leadership, teaching and 
outreach at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. She and Jim serve on the Make It Real 
Campaign for VCU Senior Advisory Council.
Jim and Ramona are longtime donors to the Massey Cancer Center and School of 
Medicine. In 2011, they established the Herbert S. and Elinor C. Neifeld Scholarship 
in Medicine in honor of Jim’s parents. Passionate supporters of VCU Athletics, they 
created the Neifeld Family Scholarship for Golf and supported construction of VCU 
Athletics’ Basketball Development Center and the VCU golf practice facility at First 
Tee. For years, Jim hosted the annual Janney Invitational College-Am golf tournament 
benefitting the VCU golf program.
The Neifelds reside in Montpelier, Va., and have two children, Emily and Jillian. 
Jillian holds a master’s degree in forensic science from VCU.
2019 Recipients
Ramona S. Neifeld and 
James P. Neifeld, M.D.
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American college 
exercises derives from the Middle Ages. The
oldest universities of northern Europe, such as 
Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools,
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European
universities. In America, it has been replaced by 
the familiar mortar board, which still retains
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was origi-
nally a covering worn over the head in bad weath-
er, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as the 
monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty and 
students alike, but in the early 16th century it was 
restricted to graduates, thus becoming the mark 
of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may 
be recognized in academic processions. Graduates 
from Virginia Commonwealth University may 
wear a hood showing a black chevron on gold 
background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors. 
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.
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Recipients of Degrees
Due to time constraints, this program is printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final honor status for undergraduate students is determined. 
This program is based on information available at the time of printing. 
Therefore, the inclusion or exclusion of the name of a student is 
not to be taken as an official graduation status of the student. 
The May Commencement program will include the names of students with 
an active May graduation application at the time of printing. The December 
Commencement program will include the names of students with an active 
August or December graduation application at the time of printing. 
Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. The 
honor status of an undergraduate student noted in the program is based 
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designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students. 
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de Wet, Brendan Lee
Computer Science
Richmond, Virginia






Dorsey, Carleah A .























































































































Shah, Daivik Y .*
Mechanical Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
College of Engineering 
College of Engineering
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Alshalalda, Shadi Awni Sr .^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Blackstone, Virginia
Angello, Joseph John III
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Manassas, Virginia
Azam, Md Ali
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Beason, James Matthew^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Smithfield, Virginia
Deng, John Kuol^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Toano, Virginia
Eason, George Louis
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Memphis, Tennessee
El-Achwah, Ahmad






Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Smithfield, Virginia
Fogleman, Myles Masaru
























Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Norfolk, Virginia
Lee, Micah Aaron












Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Newport News, Virginia

































Thornton, Milton Jr .^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Tincher, Daniell Joseph^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
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College of Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
















Candidates presented by 






















Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Barnes, Monique Willette





















































Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
North Prince George, Virginia
Jindra, Amy Kristen


















Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Richmond, Virginia
Muth, Andrew T .
















Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
North Chesterfield, Virginia








Rehabilitation and Mental 
Health Counseling
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Scott, Melissa G .
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Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
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College of Humanities and Sciences

































Donovan, Elizabeth A .
History
Mechanicsville, Virginia









Eddington, David Wayne II^
Foreign Language
Winchester, Virginia
Edwards, Jordan L .^
History
Mechanicsville, Virginia










Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Ashburn, Virginia

















































































































Keeler, Samir A .
International Studies
Front Royal, Virginia









College of Humanities and Sciences










































































































































Nguyen, David N .
International Studies
Springfield, Virginia














































College of Humanities and Sciences
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Rodgers, Anh Lien Marchelle
Philosophy
Lorton, Virginia



































Smallie, Benson D .
Political Science
Richmond, Virginia










































Tolle, Hannah Q .^
History
Manassas, Virginia





























Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Warf, Carl Hendrick Kronid
Political Science
Nokesville, Virginia


























Candidates presented by 
Interim Dean Donald Young
Atkinson, Abigail E .




Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Roanoke, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Bashir, Ayeshah T .*












































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Ashburn, Virginia
Jones, Hannah B .*
Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Goochland, Virginia
Jones, Monica Astbury Elisabeth*




Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Centreville, Virginia
Larsen, Claire M .








































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
Tankesley, E . Michelle**
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Abdul-Mateen, Shu’aib Ibn Eman
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia



























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Agbara, Victor C .^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Vienna, Virginia


















Al Saffar, Yusra Alaa Nafea
Biology
Hampton, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences







Alcantara, Lyn Rose P .^
Biology
Winchester, Virginia











































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Angoua, Katya Maya Stephane**
Chemistry
Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire
Anti, Mercy F .
Science
Alexandria, Virginia
Armoo Boateng, Jocelyn M .*^




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Asban, Jordan Marie Acevedo
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia










Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Amelia, Virginia




Ayers, Courtney L .













































































Bernal, Victor D .^



















College of Humanities and Sciences
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Binshtok, Chava S .*^
















Bly, Josephine P .^
Mathematical Sciences and Physics
Richmond, Virginia






















Bordner, Brittany L .^





































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia























Brusaferro, Marquie D .^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia








































































Carter, Gabriel E .**
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesterfield, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Carter, Jasmyn R .^
Psychology
Barboursville, Virginia
Carter, Kumarrie M .
Science
Richmond, Virginia

















San Pedro Sula, Honduras
Castro Nunez, Haydi Vanessa










































































































Cornell, James R .
Sociology
Yorktown, Virginia
Cotton, Alexis Moné Audrey
Psychology
Portsmouth, Virginia



















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Henrico, Virginia
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Farkas, Meghan L .**















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia






College of Humanities and Sciences













Flanagan, Sean Patrick O .
Mass Communications
Herndon, Virginia











































































































Gonzalez, Diego M .^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Burke, Virginia
































Grimes, Morgan E .*^
Biology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Grove, Andrew T .







Health, Physical Education and 


















College of Humanities and Sciences












Biology and Health, Physical 
Education and Exercise Science
Herndon, Virginia
Hahn, Camelia Louise Oresky*^
Anthropology and Health, Physical 






























































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Henderson, Eric Vincent II















Herndon, Clarissa B .^






Hill, Elizeangelic C .







































Howard, William Edward III^

























Ickes-Smith, Rodney E .**























College of Humanities and Sciences




Jahangiri, Jasmine D .
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia

















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Jennings, Indya T .
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia






Joco, Adrian Alexander Diaz^









































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Arlington, Virginia












































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Woodbridge, Virginia
Kelly, Emmitt Harold Jr .^





























































College of Humanities and Sciences




Krusie, Jaclyn R .^






















South Prince George, Virginia
Lam, Christopher Minhtuan^
























































































Long-Miller, SiAsia D .










Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Dumfries, Virginia













Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia

































Martinez, Shaquira G .
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Meile, Jessica A .
Science
Midlothian, Virginia











































Molina Fares, Paola A .


















Moreno, Damaris Y .
Biology
Washington, D.C.






























































Nguyen, Star Ngoc Thuy^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Roanoke, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Nguyen, Tien^



































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Bristow, Virginia






































































Parker, Kaila S .^
Biology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Parkinson, Taylor R .
Psychology
Yorktown, Virginia







Biology and Health, Physical 










































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Bristow, Virginia
Pham, Jacqueline L .*
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fairfax, Virginia

















Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Mechanicsville, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences





Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Mechanicsville, Virginia










































Rahman, Sanya N .^
Biology
Sterling, Virginia
Railey, Malik L .^





















































Mathematical Sciences and Physics
Richmond, Virginia

































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia







































Sainani, Priyanka P .^
Psychology
South Riding, Virginia




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Martinsville, Virginia
Saligrama, Suraj K .^
Biology
Glen Allen, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Sampson, Joseph Bruce*^












































Shah, Shayvani J .


















Grand Forks, North Dakota






























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia













































Smith, Oliver L .^

































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Ashburn, Virginia
Stanford, Jordan C .^
Psychology
Chesterfield, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia







































Swartz, Noah T .
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Spotsylvania, Virginia



















Tariq, Hunain B .**
Biology
Fredericksburg, Virginia


















Tharin, Alexander D .^













































Turner, Gabrielle M .^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Portsmouth, Virginia































Vasquez Bardales, Jose Maria^
Anthropology
Herndon, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Vasquez, Jasmine Marie^
Psychology










Viduya, Victoria Ashley Manlutac
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Hampton, Virginia































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Centreville, Virginia











































White, Shaina L .*

















Wilson Garcia, Celia M .**
Biology
Richmond, Virginia
Wingate, Kylie Spencer Lucas*






























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Kinsale, Virginia












Yin, Daniela Cristina Polea^
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Alexandria, Virginia
Yong, Joseph D .
Science
Sterling, Virginia
York, Lindsey R .



















College of Humanities and Sciences
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Zemke, Alexandra**






Zilberfarb, Karli A .











Candidates presented by 























Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Deans, Paige A .
English
Richmond, Virginia












Master of Fine Arts
Candidate presented by 





Master of  
Interdisciplinary Studies
Candidates presented by 















































Candidates presented by 








Ballentine, Regina M .
Chemistry
Henrico, Virginia







Health and Movement Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Bradley, Najai K .^
Forensic Science
Chester, Virginia












Delaney, Paul Lyne IV
Biology
Alexandria, Virginia












College of Humanities and Sciences
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Kirschner, Audrey S .
Biology
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Laroche, Chenelle L .^
Mass Communications
Charlottesville, Virginia
Lee, David J . Jr .


















































Smith, Sloane Mallory Ariana*
Sociology
Richmond, Virginia




Physics and Applied Physics
Springfield, Virginia
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Interim Dean Nancy Scott
Dvorak, Kelsea Ann










Candidates presented by 
Interim Dean Nancy Scott
Al Khater, Moza Abdulaziz
Art History
Doha, Qatar






























Evans, Trysten K . Dior
Fashion

















































Mohr, Rebecca M .
Art History
Forest, Virginia













































Stossel, Jordan R .*^
Cinema
Nokesville, Virginia


















Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 







School of the Arts
School of the Arts













































































Craft and Material Studies
Norfolk, Virginia
Dewey, Laura Spencer*





































































































School of the Arts
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Craft and Material Studies
Chesapeake, Virginia
Wilson, Kara Alicia Rose**
Painting and Printmaking
Chantilly, Virginia























Candidates presented by 
Interim Dean Nancy Scott
Taylor, Julio Jr .
Richmond, Virginia




Candidate presented by 
Interim Dean Nancy Scott
Warner, Ellis A .
Advanced Media Production 
Technology
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 












Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 








School of the Arts





Candidates presented by 








Von Hoene, Brooke Williamson^
Glen Allen, Virginia
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School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 














Candidates presented by 































Almalki, Ahmed Abdulwahab A .
Accounting
Henrico, Virginia
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Byers, Michael F .^
Information Systems
Leesburg, Virginia














































Connelly, Ashton Craig Jr .
Business
Chester, Virginia


















Davis, Gabriel B .
Marketing
Jackson, Mississippi





















































































Frye-Ford, Tamia P .
Business
Charlottesville, Virginia






Gayle, Collin D .
Business
Richmond, Virginia























































































































































































































































































Morgan, Roland Jr .
Business
Richmond, Virginia

































Nguyen, Quoc Trung Le*
Marketing
Richmond, Virginia

































Overstreet, Dillon Isiaha Michael
Business
Waynesboro, Virginia






























































Ramsey, Shannon M .
Accounting
Richmond, Virginia








































































































































































Talati, Nisha K .
Accounting, Marketing
Glen Allen, Virginia















Tiamson, Philip D .*^
Information Systems
Fairfax, Virginia







































van Doorn, Kiernan Frederic
Information Systems
Ashburn, Virginia






















































































Candidates presented by 
Dean Ed A. Grier
Epling, Teiji L .
Accounting
Fredericksburg, Virginia





































Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Herzing, Amy Nicole




Candidates presented by 




















Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 


















Carey, Teresa L .
Chesterfield, Virginia


















Gardiner, Ryan E .
Mechanicsville, Virginia








Hartman, Gabrielle M .^
Virginia Beach, Virginia




















Mantilla, Amanda M .^
Ashland, Virginia















Parrott, Levince D .
Toano, Virginia






Sharpe, Sha’Nesha L .
Prince George, Virginia
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Master of Decision 
Analytics
Candidates presented by 


















Master of Product 
Innovation
Candidates presented by 











































Candidates presented by 






































Master of Sport Leadership
Candidates presented by 
















































































Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School


































Candidates presented by 





Bailey, Donna A .
Special Education
Glen Allen, Virginia







































Golec, Darby A .
Special Education
Warrenton, Virginia









Kotula, Lacey Maria Danielle^
Special Education
North Chesterfield, Virginia







































Watson, John Drake III
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia




Candidates presented by 




















Jones, Hannah B .
Goochland, Virginia


















































Candidates presented by 




















McAllister, Matthew B .^
Educational Leadership
North Prince George, Virginia
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by Interim 
Dean Susan T. Gooden




Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean Susan T. Gooden
Alameemi, Hader Hareb
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Al Ain, United Arab Emirates
Alderei, Dawoud Salem
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Alketbi, Mohammad Ali
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Almalki, Mohammed 
Abdulwahab**




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Alnuaimi, Mohammed 
Ghanem Humaid Obaid^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Al Ain, United Arab Emirates
Alshamsi, Muftah Matar 
Ali Muftah*^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
McLean, Virginia
Alshamsi, Nasser Mubarak 
Ali Mubarak*^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Alshamsi, Saeed B .*^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Alsulaiti, Ghanem












Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Brunori, Paige A .
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Lakewood, Ohio
Clark, Alexandra L .
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Winchester, Virginia
Coutcher, Bryan Anthony Jr .
































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Fairfax, Virginia
Houchens, Haley A .^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Amelia Court House, Virginia
Koch, Kevin Scott Jr .
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Chesterfield, Virginia
Laughlin, Amber Meagan Duke^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Chesapeake, Virginia
Marant, Anthony Earl III
























Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Manassas, Virginia
Queen, Lisa M .








Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Arlington, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Rizzo, Dominick Charles




Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness, Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Robinson, Zachary G .^
















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Springfield, Virginia
Smith, Roderick Fitzgerald II
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Chantilly, Virginia
Taylor, Locke Allen III












Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Cairo, Egypt
Warrington, Jeffrey M .***
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey
Williams, Joseph Barrett*
















Candidates presented by Interim 





















































Cisneros, Miranda De Angel^
Criminal Justice
Woodbridge, Virginia
Concannon, Brandon C .**


































































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Gray, Nicholas Thomas***











Hasan, Oluwatobi Ayodele Askia
Criminal Justice
Richmond, Virginia
















































Melo, Sofia De Araujo
























Urban and Regional Studies
Arlington, Virginia









Powers, Cody D .
Criminal Justice
Mechanicsville, Virginia




Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Rainey, Cole S .
Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Rasmussen, Anna Signe^
Urban and Regional Studies
Holte, Denmark
Ratay, Olivia Marie*^


















































Urban and Regional Studies
Leesburg, Virginia
























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Wilder, Taylor Lyniece^











Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Caldwell, Adam Blaine













Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Glen Allen, Virginia
Dobson-Brown, Teresa L .
Criminal Justice
Sandston, Virginia

















































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Criger, Mikayla Marie




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Henrico, Virginia
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Allen, Atonja S .^
Chesterfield, Virginia














Worthington, Rachel E .
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Science
Candidate presented by 





Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Alford, Jacob M .
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Artis, Ashley Nicole
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Killeen, Texas
Bhattacharyya, Neeladri
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Dorsey, Parker Graham
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Winchester, Virginia
Duran, Ramon
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Manassas, Virginia
Garrett, John H . III
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chesterfield, Virginia
Kim, Chae Lin
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Haymarket, Virginia
Kragel, Raquel Lindsey
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Marion, Iowa
Lemaster, Jourdain Christian
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Mikhail, Peter Edward
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Wesley Chapel, Florida
Nag, Sanjna
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Nguyen, Chi Hoang Dan
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Sterling, Virginia
Patel, Kayen Kiran
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Jamestown, North Carolina
Pinnamaneni, Prathyusha
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Aldie, Virginia
Poludasu, Sudeep^
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia




Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Robinson, Melleeah S .
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Henderson, North Carolina
Rowshandel, Maxwell Reza
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax Station, Virginia
Saavedra, Gabriel Ronald






Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Vongkaysone, Thidavone Linlei
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Williams, Morgan Rocha
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Wohler, Lucas
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Yadav, Prateek
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Oak Hill, Virginia
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 











Candidates presented by 
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Suh, Dongjin^
Physiology and Biophysics














Candidates presented by 
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science









































Britt, P . Ciara*
Nursing
Chesterfield, Virginia



























































































































































































































































Peterson, Collin D .**
Nursing
Lovettsville, Virginia
Pobre, Danielle Louise C .**
Nursing
Henrico, Virginia



















































Silva, Krisha Marie G .
Nursing
Virginia Beach, Virginia
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Master of Science
Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 
Dean Joseph T. DiPiro
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Bachelor of Social Work















Rocky Mount, North Carolina




Mason, Poppy Olivia Molly
Yeovil, England









Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 





















































School of Social Work
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University College
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 
Dean Constance Relihan
Deyo, Logan Thomas









Barakam, Adhvithi R .^
Richmond, Virginia
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VCU Life Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by Vice 











Candidates presented by Vice 


































Davila, Kori A .^
Environmental Studies
Yorktown, Virginia
Do, Thomas Dien Tri
Environmental Studies
Centreville, Virginia
































































































Master of  
Environmental Studies
Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 
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VCU Life Sciences












Schmidt, Katherine V .*
Environmental Studies
Richmond, Virginia
64     VCU Commencement 2019   * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^Degree conferred August 2019
VCU Office of Health Sciences
Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
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VCU Office of Research  
and Innovation
Master of Science
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Geaney, Jessica L .^
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Glen Allen, Virginia
Park, Tae Shik
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
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Doctor of Philosophy
Candidates presented by Dean F. 




B.S., University of Tabriz, Iran
M.S., Middle East Technical University, Turkey
Dissertation: “A Novel Framework for Social 
Internet of Things: Leveraging the Friendships and 
the Services Exchanged Between Smart Devices”




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering  
and Technology
Dissertation: “Straintronic Nanomagnetic 
Devices for Non-Boolean Computing”
Adviser: Supriyo Bandyopadhyay, Ph.D.
Alamri, Faten Saeed
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.Sc., Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University
M.S., University of Central Oklahoma
Advisers: Edward L. Boone, Ph.D., 




B.A., M.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
Dissertation: “Understanding the Impact 
the Hospital Readmission Rate Program 
and Value Based Purchasing Has Had 
on the Financial Viability of Academic 
Health Centers, 2011 to 2015”
Adviser: Gloria Bazzoli, Ph.D.
Al-Milaji, Karam Nashwan
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.Sc., Technical College of Mosul
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Material Interactions and 
Self-Assembly in Inkjet Printing”
Adviser: Hong Zhao, Ph.D.
Alquthami, Ahmed H .^
Healthcare Policy and Research
Arlington, Virginia
B.Med., King Abdulaziz University
M.H.A., George Washington University
Dissertation: “The Effects of Length of Stay, 
Procedural Volume and Quality, and ZIP 
Code Level SES on the 30-Day Readmission 
Rate of Individuals Undergoing CABG”




B.Sc., M.Sc., Al-Mustansiriyah University, Iraq
Dissertation: “Secure Estimation Under 
False Information Injection Attacks 
Based on Quantized Sensor Data”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Determining Success Factors in 
Interprofessional Practice with Dynamic Teams”
Advisers: Cynthia K. Kirkwood, Ph.D., and Patricia 
W. Slattum, Ph.D.
Alsharifi, Thamir Hareth Ali
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Technology, Iraq
Dissertation: “Differential Mobility Classifiers 
in the Non-Ideal Assembly”






Dissertation: “Load Scheduling with Maximum 
Demand and Time of Use Pricing for Microgrids”




B.Sc., University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
Dissertation: “Explainable Neural Networks based 
Anomaly Detection for Cyber-Physical Systems”
Adviser: Milos Manic, Ph.D.




M.Sc., University of Baghdad
Dissertation: “Preconditioning of the Tumor 
Microenvironment by Means of Low 
Dose Chemotherapies for an Effective 
Immunotherapy of Breast Cancer”






Dissertation: “Democratic Education and an  
Urban Teacher Residency: A Case Study”
Adviser: Hillary Parkhouse, Ph.D.
Bakry, Ayyob Mohammed A .
Chemistry
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Umm Al-Qura University, Saudi Arabia
M.S., University of Leicester, England
Dissertation: “Application of Chemically 
Modified Graphene Oxide, Nitrogen Doped 
Carbon, Melamine Phosphate and Metals 
Organic Frameworks in Water Treatment”
Adviser: M. Samy El-Shall, Ph.D.
Beck, Amy Catherine Gray 
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.Ed., Clemson University
Dissertation: “Why Women Give to Women:  
A Portrait of Gender-Based Philanthropy 
at a Public College in Virginia”
Advisers: Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, Ph.D., Whitney 
Newcomb, Ph.D., Amy Lane, Ph.D., and Katherine 
Mansfield, Ph.D.
Behler, Anna Maria Catherine^
Psychology
New York City, New York
B.S., Fordham University
M.A., Queens College
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “When Empathy Only Goes So Far: 
Development of a Trait Parochial Empathy Scale”
Advisers: Jeffrey D. Green, Ph.D., and 
Jennifer Joy-Gaba, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Bennett, Ashley L .
Physiology and Biophysics
Henrico, Virginia
B.S., University of North Carolina, Wilmington
Dissertation: “Electrostatic Networks and 
the Mechanisms of Transmembrane pH 
Gradient-Dependent Gating in the Human 
Voltage-Gated Proton Channel Hv1”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Getting to Zero Preventable 
Fall: An Exploratory Study”
Adviser: Cheryl Rathert, Ph.D.
Brindle, Christopher T .
Nursing
Cumming, Georgia
B.S.N., Ohio State University
M.S.N., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Examining Biobehavioral Variables 
and Predictors Associated with Pressure 
Injury Development in Cardiac Surgery 
Patients Undergoing Ventricular Assist 
Device and Total Artificial Heart Surgery”
Adviser: Jo Robins, Ph.D.
Brinn, Virginia H .
Education
Aylett, Virginia
B.F.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.Ed., Armstrong Atlantic State University
Dissertation: “An Autoethnographic Journey 
Through Craftivism: Making with/for Meaning”




B.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.P.A., Strayer University
Dissertation: “Effects of Practice-based Coaching 
Intervention on Preschool Teachers’ Responses 
to Black Boys’ Negative Emotion Expression”
Adviser: Yaoying Xu, Ph.D.
Clark, Sarah Whitmire^ 
Clinical Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of the South
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Longitudinal Patterns of Depression 
Symptoms Among Emerging Adults”




Winston Salem, North Carolina
B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Development of an Electrospun-
3D Printed Tissue Engineering Constuct 
for Dermal Wound Healing”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S., Drexel University
Dissertation: “Hospital Characteristics 
Associated with Hospital Acquired 
Condition (HAC) Reduction Program Payment 
Penalties across Program Years”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Pharmacological Assessment 
of Adjuncts to Enhance Mu-opioid Receptor 
Agonist Antinociception in Male Rhesus 
Monkeys: Does One + One = Three?”




B.S.N., Salve Regina University
M.S., Central Connecticut State University
D.N.A.P., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Perceived Impact of Ambient 
Operating Room Noise by Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetists”
Advisers: Suzanne M. Wright, Ph.D., Diane Dodd-






M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Training Future Mental 
Health Professionals in an Evidence-
informed System of Care”




B.A., University of Alabama
Dissertation: “Spectral Methods for Analysis and 
Detection of Topologically Associated Domains”




B.S., University of Hartford
M.Ed., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Young Adults with Disabilities 
Financial Skills and Goals: A Mixed Methods 
Strengths and Needs Assessment”
Adviser: John Kregel, Ph.D.
Davies, Rachel A .^
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “Structure-Activity Relationship Studies 
of Synthetic Cathinones and Related Agents”
Adviser: Richard Glennon, Ph.D.
DeBusk-Lane, Morgan L .^
Education
Moseley, Virginia
B.S., Pennsylvania State University
Dissertation: “Variable- and Person-centered 
Approaches to Examining Construct-Relevant 
Multidimensionality in Writing Self-Efficacy”
Adviser: Sharon Zumbrunn, Ph.D.
Denby, Suzan Gragg 
Education
Chesterfield, Virginia
B.S., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Cyberbullying: School Administrators’ 
Perceptions of Law and Prevalence, and Their 
Roles in Prevention, Intervention and Discipline”
Adviser: Whitney S. Newcomb, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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DePuccio, Matthew John
Health Services Organization and Research
Troy, New York
B.S., St. Lawrence University
M.S., University at Albany
Dissertation: “Examining How Primary Care Team 
Structures Are Used and Their Effect on Cross-
disciplinary Relationships: A Qualitative Study”
Adviser: Laura E. McClelland, Ph.D.
Drobitch, Justine L .
Engineering
Meadville, Pennsylvania
B.S., University of Pittsburgh
Dissertation: “Fabrication and Simulation 
of Magnetic Materials and Devices 
for Spintronic Applications”




B.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Investigating Daily Writing 
Emotions, Attention Regulation, and 
Productivity: An Intensive Longitudinal Study” 
Adviser: Sharon Zumbrunn, Ph.D.
Emery, Karin A .^
Nursing
Dell Rapids, South Dakota
B.S.N., Medical University of South Carolina
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Examining Biobehavioral 
Variables and Predictors Associated with 
Type 2 Diabetes Self- Management”
Advisers: Jo Robins, Ph.D., Jeanne Salyer, Ph.D., 





B.S., Virginia Military Institute
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Rehabilitation Counselor 
Clinical Judgment for Veterans Living 
with Spinal Cord Injuries”
Adviser: Carolyn Hawley, Ph.D.
Fillman, Bruce A .
Education
North Chesterfield, Virginia
B.S., Indiana University of Pennsylvania
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Cost-Effectiveness 
Analysis of Early Literacy Growth in 
Public Pre-Kindergarten Programs”




B.Tech., SRM University, India
Dissertation: “Characterization of a Novel 
Serine Hydrolase from Staphylococcus 
Aureus and its Role in Bacterial Physiology 
and Chronic Wound Infections”




B.S., University of Oklahoma
Adviser: Kimberly K. Jefferson, Ph.D.
Gariepy, Laura W .
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Appalachian State University
M.S., University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Undergraduate Students’ 
Attitudes About the Collection, Use and 
Privacy of Search Data in Academic 
Libraries: An Interpretive Description”








B.S., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “The Anaplasma Phagocytophilum 
Adhesin Asp14 Directs PDI-mediated 
Disulfide Reduction to Promote Infection”
Adviser: Jason Carlyon, Ph.D.
Hakim, Shawn^
Clinical and Translational Sciences
South Windsor, Connecticut
B.S., University of Connecticut
M.S., Harvard University
Dissertation: “Cyclophilin A as a Molecular 
Signaling Switch Regulating Prolactin 
Receptor-mediated Signaling, Mammary 
Tumorigenesis and Metastasis”
Adviser: Charles V. Clevenger, Ph.D.
Haque, Tamara T .^
Microbiology and Immunology
Springfield, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “SSRI’s Suppress IgE-
mediated Mast Cell Activation”
Adviser: John Ryan, Ph.D.
Harrison, Kathryn Diane
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
Denver, Colorado
B.S., M.S., West Virginia University
Dissertation: “Kinematics Related to 
Knee Injury in Novice Runners”
Adviser: Sheryl Finucane, Ph.D.
Hassan, Zaneera H .^ 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Metaproteomic Investigation of 
the Vaginal Microbiome in Pregnancy”
Adviser: Adam M. Hawkridge, Ph.D.
Heisey, Daniel Andrew Russell^
Human Genetics
North Chesterfield, Virginia
B.S., Christopher Newport University
Dissertation: “Targeted Therapies for EWSRI-
FLI1 Translocated Ewing Family of Tumors”
Advisers: Anthony Faber, Ph.D., Iain Morgan, Ph.D., 
Sosipatros Boikos, Ph.D., Hisashi Harada, Ph.D., 
Joyce Lloyd, Ph.D., and Devanand Sark, Ph.D.
Heitger, Denver R .
Chemistry
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Coastal Carolina University
Dissertation: “Investigation into the 
Oxidative Potential of a Bioinspired Nickel 
Complex: Tuning the Chemical Reactivity 
of Nickel-(Di)oxygen Adducts”
Adviser: Heather R. Lucas, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.A., University of California, Irvine
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Influence of Electronic 
Cigarette Heating Coil Resistance on 
Nicotine Delivery, Heart Rate, Subjective 
Effects and Puff Topography”




B.S., Northern Illinois University
M.S., Chicago State University
Dissertation: “Cellular Mechanisms by 
which Alcohol Promotes HIV Protease 
Inhibitor-induced Liver Lipotoxicity”




B.A., B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
M.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Why They Stay: Factors Contributing 
to Second Stage Teachers’ Decisions to 
Remain in the Teaching Profession”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Generation of a Linear Epitope 
Based Multi-Protein Chimeric Construct for 
Prevention of Lyme Disease in Humans”
Adviser: Richard Marconi, Ph.D.
Jackson, Holly D .
Education
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Revealing the Human Resource 
Development Discourse: A Mixed Methods Study 
of Similarities and Differences in Academic 
and Practitioner Language, or Labels-in-Use”





Dissertation: “Methods for Estimating the Optimal 
Time Lag in Longitudinal Mediation Analysis”
Adviser: Robert A. Perera, Ph.D.
Johnson, Dawn G .
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
J.D., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Black Feminist Thought, 
Interrupted: Dissecting the Voice of Black 
Feminists in the Blogosphere and Their 
Engagement with Platform Affordances”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.Ed., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Mathematics Identity Construction 
in Successful African Americans: Reflections on 
Mathematics Experiences During Adolescence”
Adviser: Kurt Stemhagen, Ph.D.





Cert., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Impact of Students’ Gender  
and Perceived Skin Tone on Educators’  
Disciplinary Decisions”




B.S., M.S., Stephen F. Austin State University
M.S., Southern Methodist University
Dissertation: “Assessing the Impact of 
Incorporating Residential Histories into 
the Spatial Analysis of Cancer Risk”






Dissertation: “University President 
Compensation: A Complex Examination of 
its Determinants and Consequences”
Advisers: Sven Kepes, Ph.D., Michael A. McDaniel, 
Ph.D., Jose Cortina, Ph.D., Andra Serban, Ph.D., 
and David Arless, Ph.D. 
Khan, Md Rezaul Karim
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology
Richmond, Virginia
B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Dhaka, Bangladesh
Dissertation: “Fabrication of Nanoporous 
Electrodes for Sensing Applications”
Adviser: Maryanne Collinson, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “STAT5b and STAT5 
Tetramers are Essential for IgE/FcER1-
mediated Mast Cell Function”
Adviser: John Ryan, Ph.D.
Kong, Caleb J .^
Chemistry
Centreville, Virginia
B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Engineering High Reaction Economy, 
or, an Intensification/Scoring Program for the 
Preparation of Simple and Complex Molecules”
Advisers: B. Frank Gupton, Ph.D., Vladimir Sidorov, 
Ph.D., Thomas Roper, Ph.D., Heather Lucas, Ph.D., 




B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessment of Microbial 
Carbon Processing and its Implications to 
the Carbon Budget of Lake Superior”
Adviser: S. Leigh McCallister, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Kunemund, Rachel L .^
Education
Henrico, Virginia
B.S., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Teacher-Child Relationships, 
Interactions and Problem Behavior: A Longitudinal 
Analysis Examining Bi-Directional Associations”
Adviser: Kevin Sutherland, Ph.D.
Kwitowski, Melissa A .^
Counseling Psychology
Painesville, Ohio
B.A., Ohio State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Stakeholder Examination of 
Gestational Weight Gain Guidelines”
Adviser: Suzanne E. Mazzeo, Ph.D.
Lapato, Dana Marie Walters^
Human Genetics
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Latent Growth Model Approach 
to Characterize Maternal Prenatal 
DNA Methylation Trajectories”
Advisers: Timothy P. York, Ph.D., and Roxann 
Roberson-Nay, Ph.D.
Le, Anh-Thuy Hoang 
Clinical Psychology
Winter Park, Florida
B.S., University of Florida
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Acculturative Stress and Depression 
and Anxiety in Asian American Young Adults: 
Identifying Moderators and Mediators” 




B.S., B.S., Western Carolina University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of the Microenvironment 
on Endothelial Progenitor Angiogenesis”





M.B.A., Missouri State University
Dissertation: “Toward Developing a Goal-
driven Data Integration Framework 
for Counterterrorism Analytics”




B.A., B.S., Anhui University
B.S., Georgetown University
Dissertation: “Estimate Knots in 
Bilinear Spline Growth Models with 
Individually Varying Time Points”
Adviser: Robert A. Perera, Ph.D.
Lowenstein, Cydney J .
Public Policy and Administration
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Social Learning Theory and 
Digital Piracy: Explaining Uploading 
Behavior of Digital Pirates”
Adviser: Nancy Morris, Ph.D.
Luzi, Nicole M .
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Royersford, Pennsylvania
B.S., University of Connecticut
Dissertation: “An Enzymology and Inhibition Study of 
a cAMP-Dependent Protein Kinase Mutant Linked 
to ACTH-Independent Cushing’s Syndrome”




B.A., Warren Wilson College
M.P.H., University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
M.L.S., North Carolina Central University
Dissertation: “Staying Current Inpatient Care: How 
Physicians in Medically Underserved Areas Gain 
Knowledge for Health Care Decision-making”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Stepwise Solvation of Organic 
Radical Cations by Ionic Hydrogen and 
Halogen Bonding in the Gas Phase”
Adviser: M. Samy El-Shall, Ph.D.
Mignogna, Kristin Marie^
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Lynchburg, Virginia
B.S., B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Genome-wide Systems Genetics 
of Alcohol Consumption and Dependence”
Adviser: Michael Miles, Ph.D.
Mohamed, Esraa Mahmoud Ali^
Biochemistry
Richmond, Virginia
B.Pharm.Sci., Misr International University
Dissertation: “Endogenous Opioid Peptides 
and Brain Development: Endomorphin-1 
and Nociceptin Play a Sex-specific 
Role in the Control of Oligodendrocyte 
Maturation and Brain Myelination”
Adviser: Carmen Sato-Bigbee, Ph.D.
Molitor, Stephen James^ 
Clinical Psychology
Richfield, Minnesota
B.S., University of Iowa
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Executive Functions as 
Moderators of Response to Behavioral 
Interventions for Adolescents with 
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Modeling the Peak Absorption 
of MEH-PPV in Various Solvents Using 
Density Functional Theory”
Adviser: Gary C. Tepper, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.Pharm., Birla Institute of Technology and Science
Dissertation: “Glycosaminoglycan Mimetics for the 
Treatment of Cancer and Lung Inflammation”




B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
M.S., University of Southern California
Dissertation: “Investigation on the Role of 
Beta-Arrestin 2, Protein Kinase C and 
Sex on the Mechanism of Morphine 
Tolerance in the Mouse Ileum”
Adviser: Hamid I. Akbarali, Ph.D.
Nemer, Shannon L .^
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Western Michigan University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Adaptation and Psychometric 
Evaluation of the Teacher Attribution 
Measure for Early Elementary (TAM-EE)”




B.S., M.S., University of Dhaka
Dissertation: “Assessing the Quality of Software 
Development Tutorials Available on the Web”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Moral Professional Agency: A 
Framework for Exploring Teachers’ Constructions 
of Professionalism Within a Democratic Space”
Adviser: Kurt Stemhagen, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Etiological Contributions of Genetic 
and Environmental Factors to Nonmedical Use 
of Prescription Drugs Among Young Adults”






Dissertation: “Adaptive Plasticity of 
Retinogeniculate Axon Terminals in Dorsal 
Lateral Geniculate Nucleus Following 
Experimental Mild Traumatic Brain Injury”
Adviser: John T. Povlishock, Ph.D.
Paulus, Amber B .^
Nursing
Roanoke, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
B.S., Jefferson College of Health Sciences
Dissertation: “Factors Associated with 
Hospital Readmissions Among United 
States Dialysis Facilities”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Non-covalent and Covalent 
Interactions Between Phenylacetylene and 
Quinoline Radical Cations with Polar and 
Non-polar Molecules in the Gas Phase”
Adviser: M. Samy El-Shall, Ph.D.
Pokhilko, Victoria Valerie
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Stavropol State University
M.B.A., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Designs for Network A/B Testing”
Advisers: Qiong Zhang, Ph.D., D’Arcy Mays, Ph.D., 
Paul Brooks, Ph.D., and David Edwards, Ph.D.
Rastberger, Vanessa Hubbard
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “What Happens When Cross-Sector 
Partnerships Are Mandated? Analyzing Trust 
Through a Transaction Cost Approach”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Cellular and Molecular 
Mechanisms of Collective Migration 
in Facial Branchiomotor Neurons”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Biophysical Characterization 
of MphR(A) and Variants”




A.S., B.S., Shenandoah University
M.S.N., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Examining the Association of Obesity 
and Mortality at One Year After Sepsis”
Advisers: Theresa Swift-Scanan, Ph.D., Jeanne 
Salyer, Ph.D., Terry Jones, Ph.D., R.K. Elswick, 
Ph.D., and Maria DeValpne, Ph.D.
Rodene, Dylan D .
Engineering
Ponte Vedra, Florida
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Nanostructured Earth-Abundant 
Electrocatalysts for Electrochemical Catalysis”
Adviser: Ram B. Gupta, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Rothman, David Joshua^ 
Clinical Psychology
Cherry Hill, New Jersey
B.A., College of New Jersey
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Investigation of Neurological 
Soft Signs as a Discriminating Factor 
between Veterans with Post-traumatic 
Stress Disorder, Mild Traumatic Brain Injury, 
and Co-occurring Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder and Mild Traumatic Brain Injury”




B.S., M.S., University of Dhaka
Dissertation: “pH-tunable Surface-
chemical Gradients”




B.M.M.S, Dhaka University, Bangladesh
M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Psychosocial 
and Health Behavioral Factors in 
Pregnancy-induced Hypertension”




B.A., University of Mary Washington
M.F.A., Hollins University
M.Ed., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “A Teacher’s Adoption of Maker-
centered Learning: A Phenomenological Case 
Study”
Adviser: Monty W. Jones, Ph.D.
Scott, Lewis E .^
Biomedical Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Mechanochemical Regulation of 
Epithelial Tissue Remodeling: A Multiscale 
Computational Model of the Epithelial-
Mesenchymal Transition Program”
Advisers: Christopher A. Lemmon, Ph.D., and Seth H. 
Weinberg, Ph.D.
Selph, Mary Judith
Media, Art and Text
Redwood City, California
B.A., Hofstra University
M.F.A., Texas State University, San Marcos
Dissertation: The Implied Editor:  A 
Theory of Craft and Poetics
Adviser: Katherine Saunders Nash, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Integrating Eating Disorder 
and Weight Gain Prevention: A Pilot 
Feasibility Trial of INSPIRE”
Adviser: Suzanne E. Mazzeo, Ph.D.
Stansfield, John C .^
Biostatistics
Cranbury, New Jersey
B.S., College of New Jersey
Dissertation: “Methods for Joint Normalization 
and Comparison of Hi-C Data”
Adviser: Mikhail Dozmorov, Ph.D.
Stebbins, Mary B .^
Social Work
Charlottesville, Virginia
B.S.W., James Madison University
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Factors that Influence 
Mental Health Services Use by Children 
Who Have Experienced Adversity”
Adviser: Karen G. Chartier, Ph.D.
Steele, Tyler William Edward^
Neuroscience
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Structural Determinants 
of High Potency MDPV Binding to 
the Dopamine Transporter”
Adviser: Jose M. Eltit, Ph.D.
Stephenson, Daniel Joseph
Biochemistry
Land O’ Lakes, Florida
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Using Lipidomics to Characterize 
Inflammatory Disease States and Mechanisms”
Adviser: Charles Chalfant, Ph.D.
Stonestreet, Tracy Gail
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., North Carolina State University
M.F.A., University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Indexicality Revisited: The 
Polytemporality of Performance Objects”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Resilience of Ecosystem 
Carbon Sequestration Through Disturbance, 
Succession, and Climatic Change”




B.A., M.A., Beijing Normal University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Construction and Validation 
of a Non-medical Use of Prescription 
Opioids Outcome Expectancies Scale 
Among College Students in China”




B.A., Brevada University of Applied Sciences
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “William Bernard Cooke, George 
Cooke and J.M.W. Turner: Business of 
the Topographical Print Series”
Adviser: Eric G. Garberson, Ph.D.







B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “The Impact of Aging on 
Alveolar Epithelial and Macrophage 
Responses in Acute Respiratory Distress 
Syndrome and Acute Lung Injury”
Adviser: Rebecca Heise, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., Case Western Reserve University
Dissertation: “Modulation of 24R,25-
dihydroxyvitamin D3 by Estrogen Receptor alpha 
Isoforms in Estrogen-Responsive Cancers”
Advisers: Barbara D. Boyan, Ph.D., and Zvi Schwartz, 
D.M.D., Ph.D.
Walton, Joseph B .
Public Policy and Administration
Henrico, Virginia
B.S., M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Why We Use a New Currency:  
The Role of Trust and Control in Explaining 
the Perception and Usage of Bitcoin”
Advisers: Victor Chen, Ph.D., Myung H. Jin, Ph.D., 




B.Engr., Peking University, China
M.S., Naval University of Engineering, China
Dissertation: “Improve Time-Predictability, Energy-
Efficiency and Security of GPU Architecture”




B.A., New York University
M.A., School for International Training
Dissertation: “Teachers’ Perceptions and 
the Broad Validity of a High-Stakes 
English Language Proficiency Test”
Adviser: Valerie Robnolt, Ph.D.
Waxman, Rachel
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Effects of Impacting 
Geometry and Phase on Material Damage 
Response Under High-speed Impact”




B.A., Ohio State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Efficacy of a Group 
Visual Art Bereavement Intervention”






Dissertation: “Thixotropic Hydrogels of PEGylated 
PAMAM Dendrimer and α-Cyclodextrin for 
Ocular Gene Therapy and Drug Delivery”
Adviser: Hu Yang, Ph.D.
Winship, Jodi Marie
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Mary Washington
M.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.S.O.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Motivational Interviewing in a Team-
Based Wellness Clinic: Perceptions and Fidelity”
Adviser: Maghboeba Mosavel, Ph.D.
Woods, Michael Ellis
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Florida State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Electrochemical Separation 
of Multivalent Species on a Liquid 
Bismuth Cathode in LiCl-KCl Eutectic for 
Used Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing”




B.Pharm., Mumbai University, India
M.Pharm., University of Strathclyde, United Kingdom
Dissertation: “Understanding Structure-Activity 
Relationship of Synthetic Cathinones (Bath 
Salts) Utilizing Methylphenidate”




B.S., University of Richmond
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Engineering the Alveolar Gas 
Exchange Barrier with Extracellular Matrix 
Coatings for Bioengineered Lungs”






Dissertation: “The Effect of Change in Medi-
Cal Dental Coverage on Dental Care 
Utilization Among Medi-Cal Beneficiaries”
Adviser: Tracey L. Gendron, Ph.D.
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and 
honored to congratulate you on this wonderful 
occasion. Although you likely received support and 
encouragement from your families and friends, this is 
a personal achievement that is a tribute to your hard 
work and perseverance.
 
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, I hope you 
will take a moment to recognize the opportunities that your university and 
alumni organization have provided to prepare you for this next step in your 
journey. You might be leaving campus, but you are not leaving alone. As a 
graduate, you join a community of more than 200,000 alumni throughout 
the world who engage with their communities and their alma mater to 
build on the strong foundation established by our past and present alumni 
organizations and leaders.
Your relationship with your alma mater can enhance and impact your life 
long after you graduate. This is an exciting time to become part of VCU 
Alumni. We welcome ALL graduates. Our goal is to find more and more 
programs and events that will bring you back to campus often. No matter 
where life takes you, VCU Alumni is a great way to connect and engage 
with the University and your fellow classmates.
My wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, in doing 
so, use your significant talents and energies to support and strengthen your 
communities, your alumni organization and your university.
Be proud of your university because we are proud of you.
Yours for VCU,
Dale C. Kalkofen, Ed.D. (M.A.E.’76/A)
President, VCU Alumni 
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What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two institutions: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medi-
cal department of Hampden-Sydney College, and 
the Richmond School of Social Economy, founded 
independently in 1917 and then becoming the 
Richmond division of the College of William & 
Mary in 1925. 
The Medical College of Virginia gained inde-
pendence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and 
became state-affiliated in 1860. 
In 1939, the College of William 
& Mary changed the name of its 
Richmond campus to Richmond 
Professional Institute. RPI 
became an independent state 
school in 1962.
In 1967, Edward A. Wayne 
Sr., president of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Richmond, 
along with city and state leaders 
recommended the formation of 
a university using resources from 
MCV and RPI. With the signa-
ture of Gov. Mills E. Godwin 
Jr., Virginia Commonwealth 
University came into being in 
1968 with Warren W. Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, Ph.D., is the lead-
er of VCU and VCU Health System. A premier, 
urban public research university, VCU has gar-
nered $310 million in sponsored research and ranks 
54th nationally among public universities for feder-
ally funded research. In 2019, U.S. News & World 
Report ranked VCU 38th for ethnic diversity, 45th 
for social mobility and 76th among top public uni-
versities. The ranking organization also listed sev-
eral VCU graduate and first-professional programs 
in the top 50 of their rankings. The School of the 
Arts, ranked second overall, holds the top ranking 
among public institutions. Among graduate and 
first-professional rankings, VCU’s nurse anesthesia 
program is top in the nation. The same publication 
ranked VCU Medical Center’s state-of-the-art care 
in more than 200 specialty areas among the best in 
the nation. A safety-net hospital, VCU Medical 
Center is the top hospital in the metro area and is 
the only Level I medical center in Central Virginia. 
Additionally, the medical center is ranked second 
in the commonwealth as the top place to seek 
medical care and treatment in areas ranging from 
organ transplantation and burn 
healing to head and spinal cord 
trauma and cancer treatment.
The university has a diverse 
community with an enrollment 
of more than 31,000 students 
from 108 countries in 217 degree 
and certificate programs — 37 
of which are unique to Virginia 
and serve crossdisciplinary pur-
poses. VCU also employs over 
2,200 full-time instructional 
faculty who are nationally and 
internationally recognized for 
their research and instruction 
across 14 schools and colleges.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and faculty live and work 
in locations throughout the commonwealth and 
the world. For over a decade, students enrolled at 
VCU School of the Arts Qatar receive the same 
world-renowned education and training as students 
in Richmond. In Charlottesville, the School of 
Pharmacy’s second satellite location for Doctor of 
Pharmacy students operates at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center.
Since 2012, both four- and six-year graduation 
rates have increased by more than 14 percent-
age points. More than 200,000 VCU alumni 
live worldwide, leading and positively impacting 
their communities.
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Congratulations to all! Commencement
 December 14, 2019
Stuart C. Siegel Center 
Richmond, Virginia
